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Participant Invitation & Study Information

Understanding solo, hobby board games

We are two sociology researchers, Dr Ryan Scoats and Dr Matt Coward-Gibbs, working at Birmingham City and York St. John’s Universities in the UK. We are currently conducting an interview-based study looking at players of solo, hobby tabletop games. This might include games that have a dedicated solo mode, games that players play ‘two-handed’, or tabletop games designed solely for one. In particular we are interested in players’ motivations and experiences around solo tabletop games. The purpose of this information document is to inform you about the project so that you can decide whether you want to take part.

Your participation would be voluntary and confidential, no one except Ryan will know you’ve taken part. Any identifying information you give in your answers will be anonymised, and only interview transcripts that have been anonymised (removing any details that might reveal who you are) will be shared with the collaborating researcher (Dr Matt Coward-Gibbs). It is likely the interview would take between 30-60 minutes and they will be recorded and transcribed using Microsoft teams (at which point Ryan will check the transcript for accuracy and subsequently delete the original recording and transcript). The data will be stored securely on OneDrive. 

There are no specific risks or benefits to taking part. It is very unlikely but if you have any adverse reactions from the interview process we will give you suggestions for appropriate support services to connect with. If you have any questions, please contact Ryan ryan.scoats@bcu.ac.uk. Please note you can always seek support from organisations including:

[bookmark: _Hlk193482746]The Samaritans (www.samaritans.org)
Shout (www.giveusashout.org)

The research is likely to be written up into an academic publication at a later point, in that event your responses will be anonymised. If you do decide to take part you can withdraw at any point up to 10 working days after the date of your interview. You can do this by emailing the researcher who interviewed you: Ryan ryan.scoats@bcu.ac.uk

If you have any questions, comments or concerns about how we use or handle your information please contact the Data Protection Officer at: Data Protection Officer on informationmanagement@bcu.ac.uk or +44 (0)121 202 4597 or Data Protection Officer, Information Management, Legal Services, Joseph Priestley Building, Cardigan Street, Birmingham, B4 7RJ. For any complaints, please contact: BCU_Ethics@bcu.ac.uk 

If you’re interested in participating in this research or have any questions about it, please email ryan.scoats@bcu.ac.uk 
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